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who, he felt sure, would have heard of his impious and
contemptible conduct.

James, however, in his triple capacity of churchwarden,
nephew, and creditor, was duly impressed by the Reverend
Charley's coming. All the neighbourhood knew that " the
Shepherds had a parson in the family," for though James
had never vulgarly boasted, he had never failed to lay a
decent stress on such a hall-mark of gentility. But it was
not given to every man so circumstanced to be able actually
to produce his enviable relation, and James considered
it directly due to Providence that "the Reverend
Dawson " had at last been driven to realize himself too
infirm for the entire charge of a scattered parish, and having
advertised for a curate, had had but one remotely satis-
factory answer to his advertisement.

To tell the truth, the post was not one to be coveted ;
even the advertisement In the Guardian had been unable
to mention any attraction beyond " Pict. count, sceny."
It was a large parish, entirely agricultural, and totally
destitute of " society " ; moreover, the few representatives
of the upper middle class within its bounds wondered that
the new curate should care to officiate in a church where
his distinctly ** impossible " relative, James Shepherd, was
Rector's warden.

But the Reverend Charley had been three years in his
present curacy, which meant that his creditors were
making it desirable for him to remove himself as far as might
be, and the opportunity of revived intercourse with a
prosperous relation was too good to be missed. Besides, to
the intense disgust of Miss Kingsley, his sister-in-law, who
had lived with him ever since his wife's death, he showed
absolutely no wish to forget his lowly boyhood, and seemed
to feel positive pleasure at the thought of revisiting the
farm where he had helped strip the fuggles and guide the
ploughing-team.

He arrived in the June of '88, and the next day James
Shepherd visited him in state. He returned unusually
reticent. Oh yes, Uncle Charley looked very well, though